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In his book, THE SEVEN' LiVELY ARTS,1922, Gilbert Seldes
selected Charlie Chaplin and Ceorge Herrimenis. KRAZY KAT as
being Americe! s ovistandimg contributions to world art.

: uPerha.p.s this high praise might be disputed.....i ould not
do so...but it somehow seels right that the patheticomic
little cluvm and the wot-bellied cat should be peired together,
I susgegt.phat they are no strangers to each other,

_ Not that gneir bisgraphies are similars Chaplints cine-

‘matic portrayals recounted but one story...that of the little
nman, both huierous and tragic, wio eiisted on the fringe ‘of

this world's society; typically, a tramp in “City Lights", a

“dJdew in  Wihe Groat Dictator®, and the paradoxically lovable
urderer in “lonsieur Verdeux®, Herriman's strip told but

one story also, and that one one of the oldest stories in

the western world---but IHerriman breathed into it such an
ineredible freshness and life that it is hardly recognizable
as sucin: the love triangle.

#a

At the apex of that triangle is KRAZY KAT aand at the
other two points are,the strips two other major characters,
Iznatz iiouse and Officer Bull Pupp. Their relationship is
a strange but siuple one: Pupp loves Hat, “hates® .liouse;
Nouse “degpisest Kat, Yhotes® Pup; Kat loves wovse, Liotes
no one., Here ic recoznizable an inversion of the so-fau:liar
dojy chases cat, cat chases mouse tliewe, Dbut with Herrs an it
.ag more tiaan & cuve Moiumick®, Asainst that basic LDackground
he worked wmorc than twelve thousand variations.

T1e three have antithetic and, in the case of Pupp verses
IHouse.Antipathetic characters.

The Xat is a dreaner, Gentle Yheyond words®, he is
gentle with everything but words, a nangler of the Inglish
and Spanish languagess To Krazy, the vorld is a magic place.
This was rather well-illustrated by the daily strip of
April 22n¢, 1942 VWe find Krazy a visitor to the hoile of
Irnatz, A serie:r of whimseys about flying carpets has been
appearing and so tine reader's attention is ilumediately brought
to the two siudlar-aspearinz carpecs lving side by side on
the floor. - ‘


ixov.se

Megic koppets, dollin? oglis the Kat,

“Yes," says Ipgnataz.

“Both of them megic?®

o, only one of them is magice?

duddenly, one of the carpets 1leaps into the air, does
a flip-flop as if to dust itself, and settles back upon the
flO'\I‘.

“Witch one?" asks Krazy, for such a happening might be
expected of any carpet in his enchanted world.

#Dear K.," says Cificer Pupp, %his life is warped with
fancy, woofed with dreams," and in so saying he reveals some
of his ovm personality. Let #Kop" sneck again, this time to
a “strangert®, a visitor to that Kwaint Kommine, Coconino
sorngyy, and he will reveal still more: :

“Take a good look at this handsome person approaching,
Coconino Gounty’s perfect person, our super socialite,
fos tonta fovorite--lras;” Kat, A big heart, a swueet soul,
& flewer's gpirit, dJreanr ILabric, And thicn---thore's ousd

thorn, our oche, our pa.n, our sudge LWRSIGON 2 ol
stranger )----the very thousht of that rascal chokes. I

-leanl none other thon Isnats House, iho nalies evil tlie dey Dy
vossing briclic ot tiat dear Kat.w

The “suranger®, by tue 1y, turned out o be noue other
Gtaan ongt 9oooen o dlsouge, o dis, lse yhich was gty
Stea e o Ll L the ever alert eye of Coconino Gounty's
single and singular "Constabulary®, namnely Officer Pupp.

_ 10fTisuh Puppi® is & practical man of the world ( the
officious, official world at that ) but, nevertheless, he
is o sentimentalist, wiici is one of the chiel features
distincuashing him from his traditional enemny, Ignatz.

Lonatz  is a rebel, a cynic, a Jeerers And vet---~as
pointed out by a karal:iter, "the Professor¥ in the liarch 23rd,
1941, strip--there seeis to be souwetlhung noble about him.

Wlah,¥ replied Officer Pupp, “but you malke no mention
of the vagabond in the wastrel.!

Said  the other, Wasabond, aye, and truly so, ilis
sinful +tossage of Dbricks proclaius it----yet it hardly
obscures the valiant within haa, withal.¥

“Anc for his sine do I jail hia, o that duty I confine
ny elforis,i

“gurely, S3ir, you could spire a sligilt eye +to his
viritue--'t were well worth a wee winkee, eh?¥

Tlot a blink, not a peek, . seek sin and I nunish it,
even siould it throb in the heart of an angel.F

“Ah, well ., said the Professor, “.L must fare ile onvard;
yet be, ii you can, a dit less bruslk and a nite wore nzandful
of the nerit of his mettlea’

Despite ¥Wionisi protestations, his advisorts wvords had
Uheir efi'ect. ..editating to ndiuself, he thinks: #.uun:, he
does spend a pile of pennies Lor briclks. Tiatis courase »n
a way. Tous.ng titem 18 no weakl:ng's job. Ui, glory of a
Sort does sce.u o gleail about hiilesed DiTee=h=DUub..."

LU the result of all this is that at the end of the
Strip, dLgnatz svill winds up in jail, bus this tiime he -has
been crovmed by his lkeeper with a laurel wreath, cublen of
nobility.

1L the Prolfessor and O{ficer Pu~p €1y o Aiscover tiic
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source of trnatz's nobility by nmerely descr:bing his actions,
they will fail for that is but half of the story. That
quality which we sense about lgnatz arises from a contrast
of his actions wvith what he is---a mouse. If Officer Pupp
Vigrpe ©o carry out ignatz's aCulons, 1% would make hin seem
like a_prett bul} but for tiny Ignatz to do so, makes him
a rebel’ a(al le very order of nature, itself. e have
the covrage to_combat such odds.

evsinful tossage 0¢ briclisi 1s one of Irmatz's chiel

deli his n life, Lis a ( and it's nearly aliays scro.shi
to the marlk ) v Jchase the bean of that kat.¥ Desides
vhatever syubolic means +©nis hag---and I wll atteapt to
explain ©ihose in a nouent--it aloo has the effect of bringin:

Krazy #doum to earth®, both literally and figuratively, “Dut
the curious tuaing about lLrazy .s that he luvos L AR R
doubtful if, unl.Xe anctlicr often-nentioned Ceu, Wiis Teurio-
sity® «1ill be fatal to hime ile recuveratcs w.th sreat
rapldluy and is alreacdy all reddy for the next missilie.

The relationship of the three was simply and efiectively
defined in the daily shrip of liovember 17, 193¢,

hrazy, sﬁtt*ng alone: Hae, i'n such € plan ‘tet, I nmct
no I:_ a, no face, no i'.rétune--nor purse, poise or pocitions-
ey! Aad yet, le's true by ue--why should 1 counla.a?d

Lopi, a bruck hits hiil in the heads “L'1l dahl.nki@® he
says, Toan. ng Irnatz who 18 seen in the background. #ls ‘1 e
anybody in un¢s voil wore consistint than n1m°“

Tihere sure isl® says Officer Pupp, who has appeare’ i3
draz avay our bricli-t tossing Lknave,

Aceording to Waughts THE CONICS, Jokn Aldern Carpa .o
remarked in the program note to his Krazy Kat ballet, 1U&2
that Krazy was the greatest optinigt of ali tine as he Manf
talned an affair with Ignats llovse which vas complicated. by

tihe fact that the mender of each remains a wystery. Thie i3
L tiuni, an overstatement of the probleis e kaow .l masnts
sex: lie is married ( to a rather mousey-lool:ing “fean'}r,d
has three children. I consider that conclusiv evidciico,
Also, there's little doubt about Officer Dull Pupn, that %nan
of affvirs.® (The word "affairsi, here, iaust not  be :meant
in its more licentious SLrniflcance if we are to Jud*e fron
his sonewhat luiited success with Krazy.)

But the Hat remnains a nystery.

Thais mystery has been amply expressed in the strip, it
self, un Lay 27th, 1932, we f:nd a census taker ta k;nﬁ to
Krazya

Census Taker: fillow comes it you say +hat you're a
bacihielor?i

hrigy: 'Sure J aw, 1L haven't any wife,’

Celes #WAnd how couies it you say that you're a
spinster?®

HKrazy: Wi ain't got no husband.®

Co 1., in exasperation: #WGosh, how lonz is a silly
situation like this going to last?¥ ;

'Yrazy “Until I et wedded.®

For once, Krazy got socked by a brick tossed by someone

besides irnatz, 43



rne theme of sexlegsness o ithe nystery of sex¥ is
expressgsed on an even nore general level thaml vhley i+ annpap
and reappears constantly in ghe strip. Often, Krazy is no
the principle participant involved, but others. %Tihe author
has counted over two dozen such stories in string in the
1930~1)), period alone. A typical enough exauple is the
hareh 20th, 1941, Sunday page.

A5 the scene opens, we find Krazy talking to an insect
of the Coleoptera llenintera fauily.

({razy: “lady ovugz, Lady Bug;,, fly away home--%

Iirse. Kwakli-wall: anpears and says: YAnd your house is
on fire~~-"

krazy: TAn'l) bet it ain't injoored, needa--7

gnter Wlop¥, fAnd your children are along--i

Lirse lorakli-vaklz: #iYess, poor little th.ngs, yesse-
Krazy: Wan' 1 bet they Ls all hot in the fcets, toolW

Kop: #Glon, git ©o your lkids.*

Iirpe rallzevalilzs  "And to your home before it?'s a
crnders

inter Irnatz, arus flung wide: +Jell, well, welll
Liegillal 1l.e~illa iicUlata, YOU---of ALL peoplel

itop: #“0h-hoh, he coumes, “Big i.e®, a gallon of ;jall
in a pint botile,.d

liarss Rualitevaklis  “Showoii sV

Krazy: W8till, he's nice."

Ignatz alks away withh one arm around his diuinutive
companion, buddy-buddy style: Wllow's the ole boy? Otill
living at’the club? Still single~-and hapoy--ehI®

Kop, Krazy, and Kvakl-vakk are left saucer~eyed.

.1 s sonevinesg=beautiful introduction +to the llenry
dolt collection of KRAZY LAT strips, the poet, E. L. Cummings
arrives at ti:e conclusion that Krazy, however disguised, is
the heroxne of our little drauna. lle postulates this with
some enthusiasii and force, but I'm afraid that at tiis point,
and¢ on tir.g »o.nt, I have to part ~kum'pny® with Lwmings.

iy taought 1s  that, without his recognizing 1it, ho
has succuabed tc the temptation to interpret things in an old
familiar pattern--and, further, that +the <truth of the
matter isc so clearly visible <tuat we have overlooked it:
That is, . what Krazy is, , A sexless in thai, same sense-that
little children are sexlesse llere, I believe, 1we have
strucl: the lieye-note to what is in aucih of the strip, that by
accepting this one ascuw .ption, many of its Waysteries? beconme
apparent to use.

Before we begin to explore this thougint Ifurther, though,
let's do a bt of Dback-tracking: Briefly, Jjust how did
KRAZY store?

CGoulton Waughts The Comics, (says the jacket blurb, )
tells tiac story of #llow Krazy Lot developed frow a little
£a5 :n the corner of another con.c strip into the darling
of the intellectuals and the subject of a John Alden Car-
Pénter Dallet.™ fb



That is, it tells that story among others as The Comics,
an uncriticai but otherwise excellent sourcebook, details the
history ‘of nearly all major stripse It is significant that
the Kat is the only one which has full chanter devoted 10
hine This is fortunate, The authidor, as a mewnber of the
younger generation, was not on the scene when the mnajority
of KRAZY strips a)nseareds Uhen I first became avare, during
the past year and a half, thet for tairty-four years there
existed a comic strip of rare beauty and originality, I made
noderately extensive efforts toget wy hands on every possible
one. This was not as easy as it soundss The Los Angelces
Fublic Library has a surprisingly inefficent system, and
occas.onally I found that in order to reciecve permission Lo
obtain back~datec volwies of the Los Angeles lerald Express,
in which KRAZY KAT appearcd, 1 had to pretend to be a mcilpor
of the student body of a local university and that my assigne
ment vras to study tne growbh of the Awmerican comic stripg
this made me feel rather like a conspiretore 4and grubb.ng
in avtics for stacks of ancient newspapers does little good,
either--during the war +they had little tiings called paper
drives, which now scei to have been incredibly thorougi.
bvut the ones I did manage to read, ost in the 130s, made it
all worth iv, It was a genuine aaventure in sicer enjoy.ients.
anyvay, according to waugh, the first hint of things to
come appearcd in Septewmber, 190¢, in Herriman's strip,"Mary’s
[lome Frowm Colle;e.™ On this day--specific date not given -
Mary, ho fancics that she has some artistic talent, has
€en spreading paint about the houschold, mnuch to the dismay
of the cool: and others. Dovm in one corner is o minute pancl
showing a mild-~appearing cat looking up with a #Sir?%® f{ron
a bowl of millk +o a canine creature holding his stoitach in
agony, saying ‘“Touch it not, Kat, touch it nop, sonebody's
doped it with fresh paint.®

The basic features seem to be present, alrighte-cicept
for iIgnatz, the unmousey mouse, DbLut, »natience, he appears
SOO0Ne

As time vent by, Wlary's Lome I'rom Collese¥ became The
Dingvat Fanily® and, shortly thereafter, the Dingbat's cat
began to occupya small but peruanent position in the strin.
(8till later, “The Dingbat Fauily¥ became #The Fanily UpstairsV
still concerning the Dingbats wiio are nour #obscssed by their
weird,off-stage torture at the hands of ‘tihe fa.uily upstairst,¥
who are never sihovn, like ©he invisible rabbit in the play
“ilarvey't,) The July 20, 1910, strip had the following featureite
First, we seec & tiny iouse, then a stone, next the Kat, indule
ging in innocent ruaination. l.ouse picks up stone, aiils,
lets ;0o lext panel: Kat, alone, paw to head.

That vas Iznatz alright,

m 2 f e o 3 : 3 T 1) ¢ : 3!
will llgtggrlgalggg lfn%g lgsbrggkfyoﬁﬁfs l?ﬁ”’exﬁ@%?m%ﬁ%aEESR?

Onec-year-ninus-onc-day-later, still another characteristic
of the strin became openly evident. '
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Lrazy: flly, but there's nothing to do but ret lonesome
nov-a-not-days.¥ lle spies a hizh distant dot, tlello, what's
this coming through thugh the air?v le smiles happily,vacantly
tHiow fast it travelsi® Baml Of course, lle has been struck  on
the head with a brick. 7Dear little ignatz, it's one of  his
kalling kards.® Ile turns it over and over, hopefully looking
for soile inscrintion,

lerriman's  true artistic genius didn't  eaerce until
KRAZY AT crystallized as a separate strip. Those 110
have secen exaaples of his work can little doubt that he
V&S lore than a coupevent arvist, but showed true inspira-
tion: his suple, scratchy lines were spontancously cIPresg=-
sive, irasy, huagelf, i1s an excellent examdle of this,
evidencing, to use Cwuriin,'s fine phrase, “a secret srace
anc obvious clumsiness.* ierriman's sense of spotoing and
arrangenenv  was auony tiune best; further, he did his om
goloring, & rarity, To my knowledge, the only Ling
features wan  at present who does so, is Milton Cannif,
Creator of the popular STEVI CAINYOil.

Ferhaps tiue outstanding artworlk peculiarity of KRAZY
KAY was the shifting,consistently inconsistent backgrounds,
A housc vould becolle a tree, then a huge, jutcine pile of
rock, next a fountain, and so on, This scene-cuanging 1as
done silently, winoticeably Dbet.;een panels and was cairied
on so efforitlessly and secrctively <that [razy and his
friends never sccned awvare of the unstable nature of their
vorld: poscibly, they nerely accepted it as the nature of
things.

1 believe that this baclkground-shxfiing motil was suge
gested to ulerriman by two factorse To explain the first, I
lmast mention th.t there really is a Coconino County, 1% is
fanovus as the site of tie Grand Canyon,wiose fantastically-
varw.ea rock formations do not shift but otherwise conforii
witi the general verra:n depicted in the strip; one wisht
vell inagine that tiaey could, and iderriiin diode Ilerriman
loved the Soutiviest and its clear, br.ght air periueats his
strin,

As for the second factor: Tuis ¥scene~chansing® busi-
ness reuinds us ol the off-stage furore in The Faunily Upe
Stairs,  hinting that perhaps he concicved of his str.ps
in play fashion; 1 belicve whis Lo be so. iiany of the
panels had Weurta:ns® at their s.des and, occasionallT,
footlisnts would be present at tie bottom of onee« The
very speecines sometimes seeil like enbtrance or exit lines,
ana tirelir postures nou and then display a conscious sense
of stase presences Fossibly, for these reasons XRAZY
lent itself cas’ly to ballet developrient,

But therc were other reasons for tais last, too.
Chiefly, there was no great gap oo bridge to think of
KRAZY Teing presented in an older, nore impresive, art
form for w.MZY was poetry. llerriman 1was one of tie first
itan  to take cdvanvage of a unique .aediwis for artistic
expression---tilc coiiic stripd .n whici both art and prose are
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combined as one. Few others have dared or have been able to
do so, which is why the comic strip has so long been synon-
omousg with Juvenilia and even wvhen slanted for adult
audiences is largely a meams feor presenting jllustrated soap
opera or runiing sass about family life, Only dnce in  a
decade does sometihing really wortiawile coule along. For a
happy period, I thousht that Crockett Johnson's DARIABY was
going to be one such,but recently ITve found mygell. skipping
the strip in the dai.y newspaper. lowadays, I deliberately
take an out-ofetovm paper so as ©o read the only conic
that promises ©o offer anything worth remembering, Walt
Kelley's POGO,

I call KRAZY poetry because it was more than something
with which ono passed a.pleasant  minute of time, but which
one went on thinking about even after the funnies had been
folded back up into their companion leaves of newsprint.

To return to an earlier tuesis, Krazy had principally
a childlike attitude towards life; that is, he had almost
virtually no preconcicved idea about the world about him and
the universe in gencral, Ignatz and Officer Pupp differ fromn
hiix in this respecte They are men of the world?. They arc
"in the lnowt, To Ignatz, Krazy 1s a cottonheaded infantilcj
vo BKop# he xs an "inspired weakling,® a dreamer. To boti,
he is the incarnation of naivity. What each of them can't
scec is that Krazy, wide=cyed, sees nore than both of them.

Krazy is always the vinner in the battle between #XopH
and lL.ouse, but <hat they don't sce, cither.

Krazy's personality is the touchstone transforming
theirs and his world into a mew, more delightful pavtern,
Tznatz's nobility has alrcady been mentioned, but that is
made possible only by Krazy's nobility. In his regarc for
Lgnatz, arazy is doing more than obeying the''love thy enciy®
adimonition, for the mousc has never been the cnemy but the
prey of tihe cat; +this one new situation, alone, enablecd
Irnatzts character to develope free of an ancient fear and
thus attain o new staturc. Ile overcompensates a trifle,
perhaps, but this is to be expected for the relations  botw
ween rodent-gapiens and feline-gapiens during the first
nnilleniwn,

Onc may rcad into this a moral if onc wishes. The
strip lecaves it unspokens '

The personalities of Krazy,iznatz and Ofissuh Pupp werc
well -established in the early 1910s, but one of the fincst
expressions of their characters appearcd in the December 11,
1935, Sunday color pagce

e see Ignatz standing, talking to irazy who holds
several roughly=-circular objects in his arms,

Ignatz: “Balls of yarnm, mny dear Lkrazy? Going in for
weavery, L take ig?® _

Lrazy: #You take it right, dolline I'm about to riv
a febrice

Krazy departs and we see Ignatz talking to Offisuh Pupp

Ignatz: #Fancy those foolish f.ngers fashioning a
fabric. ah, the futile foof and fuff of it..a waste oi warp,
a wanton wear of weft and woof--foowylt

&



Pupp: "You blow a Dbombastic blast, my boastful
buffoon,i ?

Ignatz: #If it's a blanket, well, could he weave a
horse into it e~- if a rug, a bug?"
Kop: WDelt lingers will weave as no feekless fate has wove
before -- a fine fabric, fay, with the favor of a fanciful
finessci®

Officer Pupp is getting mad, :

Ignatz: "I did but suggest a patern, LKoppie, t'uas
alle® i
Lop: "IT1l weavé a Jail around you, yey=youw--i
The last, .wverylarge, pancl shous Krazy asleep before
his looile Officer Pupp is gazing in mild surmisc® upon
the Lebrick the Ket hag fashioncede--a rug with a brick woven
into it, Krazy has saken this "emblem of harm, instrument
of sin,® wundoubtedly tossed by Ignatz, and by his construce
tive, unconsciously-benigne efforts has nade it a part of a
beautiful thing. It represents, incthe most concrote form
available, his relationship with Isnatz in particular and
the world in gencral.

In the Holt LKRAZY KAT volume,thore is an undated Sunday
strip with a note from Herriman in a lower corner. in
response, I believe, to some comnmnication,

The message® says:

¥ou have written truth, you friends
of the shadous,yet be not
harsh with "Krazyite- '
He is but a shadow, himsclf,
caught in the web of
thils mortal skein,.
Ve call him "Cat®,
We call him #Crazy',
yet he ig neither,
At some time he will ride awvay
To you pecople of the twilipght,
His passvord will be the cchocs of
a vesper bell, his coach a
sephyr £roil ©hc west
Forgive him,
for you vwill
Understand him no better than we
tho linger on this side of
the palesi

George Herriman died on April 25thy 191,

in rare rccognition of truec artistic genius, and  cone
trary to all previous policies, King Featurces held no com-
petitions for the sclection of a new artist to continuc a
strip which was uniquely Herrimon's own,

That, perhaps, was his grecatest tribute.

9

The End
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STLENCE FOCTION |

© oo HILHNITRE oo

Any wmad fiend of a writer can write science fictione
If he can write any other kind of story, he can write one of
the variations of SF; cither serious scientific ST or pulp space
operass opace operas arc easiest, of course, needing only bi=
zarre trappings and gadgetss :

Space operas, after all, are sinply action storics in
interplanetary settin se To thini up these bizarre trapnings
and odd gadgets it is necessary only to have a rudimentary knove
ledge of general science and a&stronoily.

All you need to Dbegin, supposing in advance that you

know a 1little bi¢ about plotting, is a nodding -acquaintance
with the planetse A feu hourw study will tell you the general
characteristics of the »lanctse, Your hero may expect to en-

counter large SQuantities of carbon dioxide gaswe~and hence ultra

luzuriant jungles, the eiperinced writers would lead you to be=

lieve=weww=won venus for instance. Iliars specializes in rarcf{bddd
atmosphere and limited water supply. On liercury the heat ‘muld

be unbearable, and on Pluto the cold is likewise calculated to

render terrestrial life untcnable,

All right, you aren't going to skip your hero cround
to morc vian one planet or moon if you want to keep within sone
of the bounds of plausibility, so you settle on a single localle
for your story., For example .iake it Titan, the sixth moon of
8aturnes You choose Titan because the books tell you it is a
mysterious moone~lititle is known about 1t. The less known about
your SF localc the beftoer for yous You can do anything there,
the more bizarre and unusual tiae betiters

S50 titan T ise liow comes vie casy parts For your
story you nced motivatione <Treasurc is always a fine motivation
Tthe hero is searching after great riches -- for a noble purpose,
of coursce MMaybe his is a quest for finances to cairy on a
tremencous project tuat vill benefit all of mankind,.

What kkind of tyeasure? Here is where those Dbigarre
trappings come nto plays First, it wust be a treasure indegin-
ous to the area., Second, it must be recognizable to the rcader
as rclated to someching he knowse What kind of treasure,.indecd?
It is simples What kind of treasurc is sougnt herc on earth?

Pearls, offers the  nlan in the navy bluec mnoustache
O. Koy lot's try pearlse Dut, on Titan there is no water, we
learn, S0 our fpearls? have (o grow in sone clement different
tnan the terrestrial oystere MWell, lets?s put them in flo. crs

¢


likewi.se

quartz flowers that thrive  witihoub.water or carbon dioxidc,
Exott wmdon flowers in which grov:the  fabulous Twilight Jewcles
of Titan, Bach vorth serval fortuncd on dear old Terraesssethey
cven grotur for the sane reason; o grain of sand imbedded in the
heart of thae Llower, :

But, -says the book, -therc is no atmogsphere on Tivan
How thion, without wind currenis,did tic sand goé into the flovers
Well,obviously then, the,sand will have to move of its o'm power.-
Which creates for us, rcady made, a finc obstacles. lothing less
Ythan the dreaded 7living sandsé of Titan, You breathe lifo into
these sands, oxplain that they constontly roam the surfne. of tho
noon secking deposits of ¢aleciuma. The sands arc build-wp as a
congtonk and  dreadful acnocce to our lere --- a juicy morscl of
ctleiuwn himself, you lnow -- and your story is half writtcne

For the other haif bring in a womane liake her
a milliona:rcss sgportsioman from Terrae. She is out on Titan on
a lark,  Looking for twilight, jeirels just for the ca m hell of
1ty She, of course, hinders tiaec hero in his owm sruelling,heart
breasing progpecting, endancers gef life and hisy sevorc) tifies
ciiposes hf“hf a biry, 1at cisc of OVE, You can vake the
story from ticrce Only don't take it too far, I've alrcady use
cd 1T,
: The foregoing is ap exauple of i1y basic kdea. Seipmee:
- Fiction is casys All you have to do is Swioch Common Terrestrial
obstacles and threats to psucdoscientif¥c countorpartss
e " 50 you need extramter:ostrral menaces. Os Ko, just for
exam»le let!s take the earth terror of tihe Portuguese l.an 0! War
(So helyp me, tiiis is spontancouse] This jelly Lish is poisonous
and caugses severec burns and soictiies even death frow its touche
So we arc on venus, To make things worse fill the air rith
vagrant currents and super=m~-deadly venus i.en O!Vare, You gucssed
ite liai:ed after the.r carth counterparc whese little boastios
float in the air, wrailing long sireauwers that aice deadly toany
carth.an rithout a special suite
Your hero is in-a Venusian pr:ison camp’ falscly accuscd
and convictea he-wwmcctce, cctce He ecscapes frou the canmp,but
vithout a suiv so e »s in constant per.l froi ' air-borne jolly
£l
Or takcw==~irell, infcctions The slightest scrateh will
turn the poor devil into a bluc toadstools Anyohing, aniials of
coursec, arc casye. Any Jjungle animal you cver heerd of or Qroand
Of can be lurking nnder von thirty-foot fern lecaf, Only tiicy muat
Do oxtromterrestrial cditions ol these animals, rasuiber, O
IMBethe. liabey tiny termites that  burrow under the flesh and
th¢ bomes. Anrything, It ©takos just a little thoushts
_ Thon, viten youl have gn iwpressive Linevp of terr.fving
lenaces and insurmountable obsticles, sit dovn and write FOWP
storys I leave you therce Your ovn hard-won techniques ol plafis«-
ing and writing it wnto your ST storics clsec.whorcs
. thien.your rejection slips start coming back on shects
of pressed Martian chartrucse fungus you!ll know you're in, Try
i% is casy, I tell you. Basy. ’
s At lcast ~- I thinlf it is. I'11 let you know for surc
if I cever scll any of minc we-. o

T
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NTBERNT METEORITES

WILLIAM D COX

They were thirce days out from Mars on the Mars to carth run;
when it happeneds  The ship blew upe The next thing the erow know,
the found tucwsclves oub 4n spaccs A saall group of men in  space
suivs fallxng vogether bock towards Marse

Underuood made a qpick calulations iFifvcen aays before we
strike tne atmosphere~ofl Mars,

The ien grev silonte Ryan spoke:®You sure that!s right,Under-
wood? In sixteen days tic could be saved.Thatt s vhennthe next. ship
is scheduled to leave for earthe We'lre right :n their path~--they
couldn'c miss use Wo would be savedet

An aching silence eauc over the phones as Undervood fientally
ciaccked over the calulations. Mo~===n@u~=al s richt the first
tlmo-ﬂwc‘ll civor the atioiosherce at cxactly one pl.ile July the third
; 5}10ncc creeped  over  tile phonc  asain, Finally,Underwood
vegan <o cry,  Tears rushed froii his eyes dowm his checks and
Caic To I'CSL on uis udper lip, malking .t rtche He bried. to recach
up and wipo thonn off w.th his hand but his heluet was in The vy,
That nace hin burst -nto tearss His sobs caic 2n over the  phonos
to the bthor aecp,makilg tlc hardened shace vetorans uncasye
) #Take it casy, Undorvood,® ordered Ryai. Ttherets no nced
CO 50 Lo Diecese We have a ;00d chance of Uenn savede You Know
tnat often unucheduled Limvately-owned yacnts talic this coursce
We'have a good chance ' of being saved, yot. ALl we hiave to do is
to hold ousclves to getner mentally and we have a good chance
of 'egininalont o Cils dltvc

Liar, liar," scrcamcd Underwood, ™welre going o dicl
Wertll buine We'll buen to deatin vhien ve ot the atiospherel

Iv was young dJenkingsy; who started o go ©o picces noxte
TShut up, suet up,” he cricd,? simt up or I'11l kill youl®

Underuoods hysterical laughtor camce - back over the phoncs
TRil) mee lIa ha he ha ha o Kill mees llow arc you going to kill meg.

Jenkins, Strangle ne to deathl Ha ha ha halt ' '

Jenkins scrcamed back at hime  FI'11 kill you, I tcll youed
lle sobed, *I'1ll find a way™,

TYou'd betier start looking for a way then' laughed Undcerwoods
Youlve only ot fiftcen days.i- :

ut it out,# yelled Ryan, "What do you went to do, drive us
all crazy. That's an ordery :

iYou're in no damin position to order any body,#taunboddUnddra
vrood, novr feoling full of power.

Jenkins began to sobe  #This rust be a deeam, he cricd,noche
ing lilte thuas cver hoppens an real life,?

1If you think it's a drcam why don't you pinch yoursclf.Ha:ld
ha ha .2 aa ha.”

Jenk ns triced to choke dovn hus sobs, Ile faileds ' T wish
I could pinch nysclf, 'Oh God I wish I could,¥

ila ha La ha ha ha, I youlre a sleep, Junkins you realy can
pinch yoursclfs a ha ha has Go ahcad, try it Jenkins, la ua hal

Joenkins pushed hisnand over to his leg and squeezed hard.

lle woke up.

THI END
a7
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SOTCEDLDOGY 2 FANTASY

BY FREDDY HERSHEY

Well, Westercon III is o thing of the past and ICIOTy NOV,
It was a good show, made so by the wondrous co-operation of the
the local fans, the authors, the generosity ol Bonestell, the
hard worl: and planning of the Outlanders, and the good showing in
attencance in snite of the transit strike.

Minancially, the affair vas a vhopping successe Fannishly
speaking, -1t was better. BEBveryone has been very kind in cheir
criticisms, - and we -are very happy that the planned program came
off as perfectly as it did. ILlsewhere, you will be reacing re=-
ports or the affair; in the Shagsy, in the Outlander, and in
Other fanzines. -

Tt is not iy purpose here +©o discuss the Westercon III at
great length, but two discuss the most lasting thought that I took
avay with me fro.: the affair., i'or this thought, I have Ray Drad-
bury to thank, because in his openins remariks,before he read his
little story, he said souething that really set mg to thinking.
And T had decided that once the flurry, trorry and work was over,
that I would relax and forget fannish activities for a vhile,

But he wmade me think when he said +that in the field of
science~fiction and fantasy lay the last stronghold of expression
about our worla gone mads The socially conscious writer can here
combine his talents for story telling with his ideas of what ig
rignt or wrong with our civilizations, and malke his suggestions
and pleas without being labelled as a THed", as Ray said.

In the past writers have resorted to fantasy mnany times to
cry their displeasures with their worldse It is no accident that
among; the classics now are such books as "Gullivers TravelsT, TA
Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court®, and "Penguin Island?.,

Our highly mechanized rat race into possible oblivion is the
fear ancd fact that drives Bradbury to write a story such as
"Pedestriani,

The authors of the above three books had other bones of
contention, of a piece with their times. Jonathan Swift, one of
the most <tragic figures in Inglish literzture, left a bitter
denunciation of the court foibles, the chicanery behind the
thrones, the greed of the ruling classes, and the hypocrisy of
the political parties in his +Gulliver®, Criginally published
anonyiously, becausc he vas afraid of tliec recention that the bool:
would have, it was cailed #Travels Into Jeverol Reiote ilations OFf
The Worldi’, in four parts, by Lemuel Gulliver,

A% tiie tuuwe he began his bitter satirey; he was already onc
of the best knowm political satirists of his day. Contrary to
his expectations, his world vas ammused by the worlk, Zshecially
in the Iirst two parts, he injected s0 wuch fun, ©hat the
brilliant desisn of the author has to this day been overvovercd
by ite A Lnowlecdge of the history of his age (1667-1745) would
be necessary to appreciate the wit, depth of undeirstanding,
biting hwior, and pride of ideals, that led this daring spirit to
so writes 4 .host of those that followed in his steps as uriters
to be contended with in their times could nuiaber Smollett, Scott,
Delloc, and Chesterfield,
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saimel L, Clenens! fantasy of tlhie - Yankee that invaded the
Round Table, is well knowm to everyone. It is required - reading
at soi.e tiume or other in school, But as I recall, the teacher
that helped (?) us with our Inglish lessons at that time, did no=
thing to iupress upon us the other reasons that Cleiuens had for
uriting this delicious fantasy, And today, it is not surprising
that Bing Crosby should be tie representation of the Yankce. Of
suci is the kingdom of fame}

‘Cleens' early intcerest =n the Arthurian legends began in
1885, when he cauc upon Sir Thomas Malory'!s #Lec Morte d'Arthuri
le was facinated by the work, . in alternating wmoods of delight
and burlesque. The current fashion was to glorify medieval IEnge
land, Tennyson, Swineburn and William Morris were writing the
romantic lay poens, that werc so popular. In a spirit of revolt,
he conceived the counter romance that would show the viciousncss
and foolishness of the ancient customs that they were so busily
magnifyinge The brisk and brash Yankee would mateh his radiccl
wits tith the conservative traditions of the Bourt and the Church
and lay <the superstitions of the "day with his practical
inventionse

Althoush he conceéived most of the story in burlesque, he did
not hesitate to cxecute a great deal of it in righteous angors
Tuvain hated tyranpy, cruelty ond superstition.  Since it was in-
possible for him to ridicule theaa in.cold blood,he did it through
the medium of his lecading charactere Speaking and acting thru
hii, he rises to eloquent diatribes against oppression, kinghood,
(an aristocrasy and ecclesiastical power over a burdencd pcoplees)
While <©he originaldl aim of the book has lost much of its force,
now that therc arentt. so nany admirers of the Middle Ages, it is
an exellent cxanple of the force of fontasy to express vwhat
couldn't have been so openly expressed othicrwisce

In 1910 the name of Anatole ffrance, if not the name Jacques
Anatole Thibault, 1was as exciting ~bo any lover of books in any
country as the name liark Twain, if not the name Clemens. During
his-time he was regarded as a nodern socialist, who vas also a
wit, and so viewed the world's injustices and f{ollies, His fame
has of late declined, and he is not as well thought of as he was
before his death, but time will unquestionably restore him to the
high favor hec so justly deserves, If you arc only going to read
onc book by Anatole France, by all mcans choose "Penguin Island”,

Liilc des Pingouins, was written in 1908, It is a comic
history of a civilization from its beginning to its frayed-out
end, The characters arc not men, but penguinss 4 spiritually
blind missionary mistakes the.creatures for men,and baptises thoem
twWhen tiiec baptism of the penguins is knovm in Paradisc, 1t cauascd
neither joy nor sorrow, but an extrome surprisce, The Lord himscl.l
is cmbarrasseds™ The very saints in Heaven cannot agree on a
solution that is satisfactory to cveryoncs

Upon suzgestion the poor little animals are converted into
men, and the zcalous missionary proceecds to teach them the “ays
of mene Dut the devil is standing by, and insinuates his assiste
anccs By teaching them to wear clothes, %bhey learn shamej from
quarreling over their lovers, they lecarn to quarrel over material
poscssionsy and so they »roceed to amass all the dogmas, legends,
superstitions, and vices that man is heir toe [Irance interjects
sly asides at the foibles of mankind at every turn. Ilo phase of
the civilization of his day is not touched on in sorec mannere

04



Actually the book is an excellent study of the formations of
the institutions of mankind; how they rise out of some specific
need,and then deteriorate into a shanbles of the first fine ideas
Fantasy ? FACT § ‘ s

There are countless other works that have done much the same
thing. They leave a delicious aftertaste to the reader of fantasy
fiction, Under the cover of fantasy, the author can ride his pet
peeve for all it is worth.His tools afe humor, hate, understand=
ing, love and all tihe other abstracts that can be collected, This
is the flavor that gives the writer of fantasy fiction an edge
that other writers cannot have,

My deepest thanks to Ray for making me thinlk for a little
while, and in so thinking, be better able to appreciate his tale
ents, ideas and ideals, as well as those of the other fantasy
writers that came before,
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I have seen the distant sun ;
Rise above a llartian waste, ' !
I have crossed Venusian swamps o By g
With exotic foods to taste. T T

I've been chilled by Pluto!s cold,
Blood has boiled within my .veins,
When on Mercury!s hot side

I have prayed for unknovm rainss

Jupiter I!ve conquered, too,
ligh amougecits lofty mounts,
tlhere I breathed poison airs
And I've drunk from Io's founts,

I have stood in solemn awe
Gazing up at Saturnl!s rings.
I have slept on asterdhds
there the very silence singse

L ‘ I have leapt from star to star,
L Spanning light years in a day, - o
WY I have seen the past and future,

And in Time I've lost my vay. 4

.

./." ¥

&¢2) I have done all this in confort,
The result of an arffliction,
For, tho normal otherwvise
I'm a fan of science-fictions

Don J. Nardizzi




a review ofF D HAARIE UF‘(ES

BY ].,..‘I[E
LULLN/AMNS
DIANETICS: The llodern Science of liental ilealths By L. Ron Hube
bard, publ.shed 1950 by llermitare Jdouse, llev York, i 4,00, 525
Pages.
This neu scientific texitebook, by one of the topefligic sci-
ence fiction authors, is rapidly becoiing one of the i10st seriouse
ly talkede~of boo..s in Aiericas The Los Angeles #TILES? book sec-
tion lor Jjune 25 showed it in'{ifth place in sales of non-fiction
books in the Los Angeles area, and tenth in the nation as a wholes

WHAT I3 DIANELICSR

b purports vo be an entirely new method of evaluating
the human uind, and of treating it for all ..ental disorders which
keep 1t from optimum uses it is claimed that any person who has
been ¥cleared® by Dianetic Therapy has full recall of eyery sia-
gle thing and event in his whole life, in words and others wounds
smells, tastes, picturizations in Full color, anc tactil.e feeling
of any andall injuries or otier facets of such occurrences,

It is claimed thatv any person wiose brain has not been
physically injured by acci:ent, surgery or disease, can be treate
ed by this Dianetic Therapy,-and can be totally "cleareci of all
inhibitions, phychoses, ect,, (The author calls the things that
cauge thege diffficuliies “ensams¥)e That even persons institue
tionalized for mental disorders, if their brain is still  physiw
cally uninjurcd, can be trenendously helped by such therapy, vith
a hope for eventuadl total “clearing", That Intelligence Quotents
can be zreatly r..ised by these trectuments until the total ficlear?
has full use of all his inherent and innate mental »overs.

Such ©reavments, or therapy! will take from 200 tc 1000
hours, depending on the person bein: ureated, and the skill ofthe
Tauditor®, which i's the naie given to the one tho asswsts in  the
vreatmentss IU is also claimed that anyone with an « oydbngeiily’
intelligzent mind can, after reacing the book, become an audite:r
and successfully agsist another person in the therapy. And irvonm

xperiments being made in this commnity by a nymber of persons ,
it is apparent that tuis stateiment and claim is correct,

One o1r the greatest contributions to the science of the
healing of mental troubles whibech this new book offers, is a roaw
technique known as "the repeater method", vwhich has been found.,
experinent: to gjive vonderful results in other forms of therapy -
well as in Dinaetic treatientss This consists of having the D
tient go over and over the samne thing until he has i talked it out
of his systen',. one might saye This technicue secems to be brand
nev as far as wmental therapy is concerned, byt is "as old as the
hills® to metaphsicians.,
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Another great contributlon which Dianetics makes is the
fact that it is possible for a person not only to ‘irememberi’ some
incident of his early life, but actually to "returni and "reelive
Tthe incident®, Having full recall of ali vords spoken or other
sounds heard, sceing in full color all scenes invols=: feeling ,
smelling, tasting everything that actually occurred at the time,

Even iore startling, that a person can do this concerne
ing things that happened wien his body and regular mind vere un =
consciouse For the author svates, and seems to have proved, that
the very body cells themselves can store up inpressions ,that are
much like what we call memory,

Just what can we predict for the future from this new
discovery of DLALETLCS? Those who are studyin: it ser.ously have
only one ansver as yet: Waitl Wait and hope}

Iv is too new, they say, as yet too untried for long
periods under hundreds oir carefully contrqlled tests, to know how
much it will really prove to bee Yet present indications all are
distinetly favorable, The initial results which the author proie
ises are bheing, fulfilled,

As to whether or not the author's promise of complete
Success can also be fulfilled remains to be scene .He has made a
number of startling claims, and says he has case histories which
vill prove hns claims true, I% is to be hoped he is righte

To tuose who have knovm-L Ron Hubbard merely as one of
the science fictlon's ©op authors, and to those who know him perw
sonally, although perhaps only superficially, the fact that he
could conceive and rite of such a science is somewhat startling,

This reviewer, having heard much about the book before hg could
get a copy and study it for haimself, tried to kecep an opon @ing
on the subject, yet did have sore doubts,

But as page after nage vas stud:ed, his admairat.on for
Hubbercls abpility grew and grew, Ile be_an ©o feel very strongly
that hewo was something truly (reat; a tremendous concepts There
Vag forced uvon hum a feeling that this was marvelous stuff; that
it was a r.cl and worviwhile contribution to mankind,

, The book is ofiten verbose -~ this reviewer feels that
it could all have been said in three~fouths'of the viorcaszeys Yeb
it is clear aud plain and easily understood, and perhaps it is
that very verbosenes wi:ch makes it soe It is also forced upon
the careful reader that the author has done a tremendous job of
research and laboratory e:verimentation to be able ©o Tfigure out
and report such masterful conceits as those givens, Zither that,
or he is the greatest imaginative uriter that ever lived,

It remains for the future to »rove ~hich is the casce
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I don't know vhy I ever signed up on that stinking freighter.
Maybe it was because I just wasn't used to only one meal every two
dayse Dut it!'s too late to gripe about it novr,

This freighter that I'm balking about was one of those second
hand junk heaps that some fellow buys, +thinking that he can uake
a little money hauling freight on the Venuse-Barth rune. And maybe
a little on the side hauling in a few cases of chewing gum to the
Greenies (they go nuts over the stuff), and maybe bringing back a
little bit ol ghunk, This ghunk is pretty potent stuff, It recally
packs a punch, not that.I take any, Uh, Uh, not me., It saps a
fellow's strength faster than sponges can soak up a pool of vaters
But even though it saps your strength, it's supposed to sharpen
you up mentally. Like I said, I don't take the stuff, but the cap
-tain does, '

That's uhy they call me "Pincushion Pete”, but this is how it
all happened,

The captain had a couple oi cases of chewing gum, and he was
happye He thought that he had the whole deal fixed up; Dbut the
Greenies nad different ideas about the trade,

The Greenies had about five pounds of ghunk to trade., The
captain nearly didd handsprings when he heard about it. With that
nmuchy e could retire and live in case for the rest of his life.
In fact, the only reason that he didn't turn handsprings, was bee
cause he'd just vaken the last of his supply of ghunk, and was so
veak that some of the boys had to carry him. The only thing that
he had to do to become a millionaire was to gyp sone stupid Venuse
ians out of a fecu pounds of drugse Dut those Venusians weren't
50 stunid,

lie first thing the captain did was to offer half of the chow-
ing sua in trades The chief shook his head negatively, Then the
captain offered half a cawe more, Still nos. Then he started
going up package by package, and then piece by picce. Still, the
answer was no. The captain added holf a dozen picces of bubble
guile All of the natives Jwiped up and down, did handsprings,
vhacked each other on the back, and recally got themseclves into a
frenzy. Did I say all of the natives? 1Ulell, I didn't mcan all of
thems The chiel still said no. Any other person would have given
up and gone homes Dut not tThe captaine The ghunk had really
sharpened him up, e

lle called the chief over,and started talking to liim in Venuse
ione If I would have known what he was saying, I would have
skipped out rigiht then and there, and taken my chances on crossing
the swampe Dut I never could understand Venusiane

After a few minutes, the chief nodded his head, The vhole
tribe lect out a shout that ' wole up the animals in the swamp for
miles arounds And I could have sworn that the chief wdinked at the

captain, y
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Well, the captain ordered.a few of us to carry the zum out
to the natives,  while he got into the ship. I was carrying soile
of the stuff, and wondering why he has five of the strongest guys
on the ship ‘carrying. sonething that one of us could have done
casily cnouvgiie Then I found out why,.

Just as I put dovm the case that I was carrying, there vas a
flash and a roar, and the ship took off, Then I figured out what
made the cnief change his mind,

The Greenies arc vegetarians, and they needed strong but
stupid guys to help chasc away sone of those things that coie out
of the swamp and eat up the gardens, and maybe a few Greenies on
the sidee And just then I felt like I just £illed the bill,

Well, we verc stuck out in the middle of the swamps, and we
knevr ite. Some of the fellows tried to get away, but they didn'e
get very fars The Greenies had to pull them back out of the mide
dle of a poul of quicksand., After that, we gave up trying to get
AWAY e .

The chief took a liking to me after a while, and I thought
that I had life ecasy. It didn't last for long thoughe One day
the ciief came up to me and asked me, in pidgin Venusian, if I
tnew how to play footballs It sceuls that somehow he had gotten
hold of a football, and a sct of rules,

Did T know how to play football? Boy, did I tell him. I told
him about the days back on Earth when I was on a football tean at
a big colleges Of course I didn't mention that I vas water boye
How I wish I had told him the truth. )

“hen the chief found out about my knovilcdge of foothall, he
ot some teams vogether faster than you could recite +the I'artian
alphabet backwuards eighteen tiless And then he asked me to play.

. Right now I'm resting from the last gaime, and I kno': how a
bear fcels after vrestling with a porcupines You sce, the Venuse
ians don't play, themsclves, They're nmuch too weak for that. Ine
stead, they have some sort of an animal trained to play for themn,
while they sit back and watch the gane,

Anc those damned animals have spikes all over themselves.

There is more to lifec than this:

A pretity girl, an cager kiss -~
There arc worlds unconguered still,
There is strifec in vale and hill,
There is illness to be cured,
There are storms to be endurcd,
there are battles to be won,

So do not amtbition shune

Who will.lead the pionccrs?

Who will bathe in blood and tecars?
Who will wecar the laurel crown?
Achicve the glory, fane, rcknoim?
Go ana carve your niche in fame,
Sweat and toil and makec a namc,
All 1@ yant from life is this:

A pretty girl, an cager kiss.

D(D Don J, Nardizzi



COMMENTS ADROPDS

TO THE READERS AND WRITERS |
"OF SHANGRI-LA |

Dear Shaggy: '

To tell you that ~the last issue had a good cover and bad
mimeoing 1s to tell you sometihing you knowe UWhile I highly ape
prove of tTihe rotating of editors to insurc that nonc of then get
too tired or give up, I think it does have the fault that onec
cditor must take the blame or glory for.the work of cnothers It
also lacks the standardization and stablencss a magazine nceds for
a good reader ICSpPoOnsce '

I have been thinking of a few faults in the system, and this
is a good tine to air thems For one thing, you don't (I speak now
to all editors of Shaggy) wusc a letter coiumn regularly enough to
attract them, Were you to print three pages of letters an issue,
you would assure yourself letterss And you should have a lebtor
editor, to write them up, so that the comments and style will be
the same. Itoudocsntt take anything awvay from the cditors, as they
haven!t been doing it anyway.

Hext, you use altogether too much local talent. Thilc this is
mostly good, there have been a number of times it showed the
straine Thepe is unfortunately little you can do about it, as few
of you know anything of the big wide world of fandomo beyond tho
state line, and wouldn't know vhom to ask for material.

And lastly, you have no editorial policy. Shaggy is just a
hoge=~pogee If only the sane writers wrote regularly, you would
set some patern that waye. But, with most of them only appearing
once in six months, there ig little hope, :

But, the-covers arc good, it coues aliost always on time, and
that is often, and it usually has good mimcoinge. '

I'm glad Bill 1isted FINEAL BLACKOUT as an cxccption, in his
article on llubbard, I hold it to be the greatist stfrgtory I have
ever reads And vhile I don't feel qualified to arguc the point, X
thought I liked most of Hubbard's stories 'till I rcad the article

I'n glad to scc that the minutes are catching up, Dbut I wish
you would put the date, rather than the number on them.

Zphts article was good, but I think yourre missing a bit by
not including a book review or two of his with overy issuce He is
so frec with them, they are good, and it would forim somc sort of
batitern that could be followed.

Riclk Snecary
2002 Santa Ana St,
South Gate, Calif,

Dear Shaggy:
Just a few reomarks on your 20th iSSUCess
The Scinccman cover wvas exccllent,
The interior type-work and mimeography was very poors
There were only 16 pages and no back cover, Hmphl
So mucir for tho obvious,
Blackbeard's article was a littlc obvious tooe, I think he
was a little too hard on lHubbardeas-a~pulpeiriter. Hubbafd has
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enbertained iie wita many of his stories and I ncver considered
his writing involved®s But thatts 2ll a matter of opinions AS
i) of Dlan0ulc It taking the ¥“from Miscouri® attitudec. I it
vorks for humanlulos’ good, I'm for ite But it will take scveral
yecars wveiore vc rcul1y hnOW' if the stuff is worth whilces I have
morce tiiue than ioney so I can vaits Up to noweeesfrom vhat little
It've scen and heardeseit hasntt ipressed me to any jreat  oxtent
50 1 got rocks .n uly hecads So I'm hapnye

Freddic!s Vestercon message vas a wee it late but no fault
of her ovm, Shame on tic cowecdivors for being so latcs ’

Dave's uinutes wvere inveresting, lenuWy entertaining, but
not very caucational ©o us nipwle Tho attend the revtingse Jazz
tem up a litole, Dave,

Lph' title was terrifice The arvicle itself was alas Wold
hat® to LASFS mcmbers but a candy th ng to have around for argue
nients on the subject prescnted,

This is a short letter, it sccemss  What wore can .I say¥
It ras a short 1osucl PR L " ;

He stooq on uho banh of tnc 11
» Straight and cold and slim % b7ty Y st
1‘tvll he Louna a placo whcro thc umtcr s docp,
nlcrc he '

gHiu mastcr Wﬂu gonc, hw 'Job was gono

-The world was cold and dead =
1c was all that was left and qulte alonc
=-a0nd- he.made the strcam hlu bcdl A

Iltn plautlc paper and b“
3¢ (for writing under watéw):
*ho sct himself to composc

‘on the, suchct ox nan B gre

e ot for hoh%u, ho wrote'for dﬁyv
i1l he could not hold the pent

‘his last great act (a verificd f

‘wag Lo sign his nameyg.

:1c'umlled’a'1ittld
and.aftoer, u,wﬁ'

hnd we stoped to rcad 1t~-1t Looh all day~;uﬁ
“then we knelt on the bank and we said a praycr
.for the brave lltulc rob0u who'd rusted avays
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Shortly hefore the Cinvention ve' starved having a raeffle of a
new book cach thubrsday nite at the Club, If I had kept track of
every uinner and what was von, I'd have a very impressive bricfby
now; as it is (not yet having "total rocall #} I'll just have %o
stuwiible back thru ny memory as best I can and pick out the hl=-
litcse

‘ The thing is: After avhile it begon to iupress itsell on
me, as raffler, that there vas eliays soucthing funny about the
rofflee (i¢ therc is such a word; if not, I just made it uple Bwe
ery time 20 to 30 people take 25 to 4O chances on I book or 2, and
nothing stranse about it at alle--but nol! First there is tie re=
peater vechnigue: If Len Hoffatt wins a book one week, e is sure
to win another tiwe nexbte EERvans and.Chas feliy arc great repea=
terse

Or take the casc of Russ lodgkings wviien World D was rarfled:
He alveady aad tiie bookeeshe didnt't particularly carce {or bhe
story.eeslic didntt nced another cony=-so he von ite

' #DHickey™ (in
wnasked 1life, lerb Livingston) visited the clubs His brother ,
Berkeley Livingston (of Amazing fawe) accoupanied hime .eork was
aslced Lo draw the wrinnin | nawe froim the bole verk “rou lerbls,
And there!s another aspect: Visitors; visitors are aluays walking
or{ with books, while regular icmbers, uho plunk in their dines
veelk =n and veck out, win notiiinge

' There is always sometiiing

sscrewy about the raffle, I suear itl And it is nov just stretch
ing the imagination to find a coincidcnecce IZaci tinme taerc arc a-
bout a couplcdozen peoplu wiho could win who book and there  wohld
be nothing at all curious about ite-they wouldn!t be guests, thby
wouldn't be repcating, ©her wouldn't be wanting the title desper-
ately, or anything; but noj

A couple ncttings aczo Arthur J.Cox
Yras sitiing next to van Vogte Van's Masters O Tiwe was being rof-
flcde Jcan is Probably Van's #1 Fane #Pick it out for uc,® said
Jdeans Van dide (Tecndrils?) '

The book was dedicated t©o hii,  so
naturally he alrecady had a copy (and very fancrlly and fully ine
scribed, it night be added); so naturally Ee 3verctit Bvans vas the
onc who won Z.Ee Smith's FIRST LEISMAL, :

T At the last nceting, I
Picked out t..c winnin~ naue, Jjust to be surc there'd be no shenane
iganse (If fre.dic had picked it, shc would have been certain  to
have picked Ztfor Alan, hoer husbande 1L lernhuterts sister 1 had
done tile honors, Alb..T lernhuter would undoubtedly nave been: the
winnore) No, I didn't pick onc for wendayne (or, better yet, mys
$clf)y I never had a chance, becausc just as I was reacuing in
. TLucky? Kelly sidled up to me and said,“pick minc and I'1l buy a
book from vou," There!s no surprisc conclusion to this article: I
sinply couldn't recfusc, and so I picked out Kelly's name from 30,



A REVIEW OF

THE BROIDGE of LOGHT

A, HYATT VERRILL

GIVEN BY EARLE PRINGE TON

From the front ctover to the back, cover illustyation,:.contgénts of
the book and announcements of forthcoming publications, this late
est volwie from Fantasy Press is a delight to the science fiction
and fantasy fone The bool: is the faiious novel #The Dridge of
Light® by A. lyatt Verrill, wihtich first appeorced way back in 192¢,

Briclfly, the story concerns the adventurces of on Anerican arcince
ologist o found an ancient liayan codex (a picture-uriting shich
tells of soiie great feat, prophecy or other information or levaond)
and tarougi hig cfiorts to find out its historical and Tinorcial
value, is led to discover Mictolan, a hidden city oxisting in the
present time, which carrics on life as it did in ilayvan times. o
hcro has to travel through dangerous tropical jungles, faces 2Ll
sorts of problems, sces liayan life in all its myscery and color,
and: gets the girl. (There is always a sirl, and thce hercing of
this book is just as beautiful, charming, intelligent, and high-
born, always highbora, ag any heroinc in & Merritt bool. !

The things vhat meke this book different frou the standard fantasy
pothboller are, first, the writing style, vhich is smooth and cror-
crely wrell done, as is to be cxpected from A, Hyatt Verrilil, and
sccond, the extromely authentic Mayan & South Americon baclyrouad,
vhichh 1s a product of Ilir, Vorrill's personal cxpericnces 23 on
archacolosiste

The cover,by Carticr, is cxccllent though somcuhat monociironatics
The bacl: cover is excellent, too, for it list several foriicoming
bools which should be pretiy good. Welll list them here Jor your
conveniences

Genus Homo, by DeCamp and P. S, liiller,

Galactic Patrol, by Z. E, Snith

The lioon is Hell, by J. V. caupbell

Dreadful Sanctuary, by Eric Frank Russell

Iy gosi, I must be slipping, I liked this booki
~=Larlec Princcton

memmmmwnes Bloction Notice ewwmeameea

Director: Alan Hershcey re-clected

Scerctary: Arthur Jecan Cox Formerly: Dave Lesherance

Trcsurer: Ira Roscn Formerly: Frcddic.Hershpy

Comiiteemen: Forrest J Ackerman Formerly: Walter Ravghorty
Russ [odgkins E. Bvercott Lvans

These arc the newrr officers of the Los Anzeles Scicnce Fantasy
Socicty Lor the term July 1950 = Decembor 1950
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A\ SSOCIATE MEMBERS, HERE IS YOUR CHANGE TO HAVE A
WHOLE ISSUE OF THE OLUR MAGAZINE CONSISTING OF
MATERIAL WHICH YOU YOURSELF HAVE CONTRIBUTEDG

LA thoucH THe STANGRI= D A win &
vt ON OR ABOUT OCTU. 0%,

ALL CCNTRIBUTIONS M[USU BE RECIEVED BY

SEPT. 1D™,
1920
ARNNO  [DOMINGD



